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The future is respect
Veena Devi, 29
Ramgarh

Until around ten years ago, Veena Devi and her 
family were on the brink of poverty. Veena’s 
husband worked as a driver away from home. 
They struggled to make ends meet and provide 
for their two small children, and lived in a kuccha 
home leaving them vulnerable to the weather.  
Veena, now 29, remembers vividly how she and her 
children were looked down upon by others in the 
community. 
	 In 2016, Veena got the opportunity that 
was to change her life. Through the Jharkhand 
State Livelihood Program, she joined a Self Help 
Group (SHG). Since she was the only literate 
person in her group, she took on the role of 
bookkeeper. Soon after, she also started training 
other women on accounting and bookkeeping - 
this came naturally to her as she always aspired 
to be a teacher. Slowly, Veena’s savings grew, and 
she became a trusted figure in her community. Her 
husband stayed supportive despite many from the 
community warning him against having Veena 
work and travel extensively for trainings. 

	 As part of GOYN’s work in Ramgarh, 
Veena received training on financial planning and 
management in 2021 which she now imparts to 
youth across her panchayat. Based on her work 
and experience, Veena also continues to guide 
other young women to hone their skills and earn a 
livelihood and has helped many people across her 
panchayat. 
	 One of the first things that Veena did on 
connecting with GOYN was apply for a loan to buy 
herself a smartphone and a scooter which bought 
her even more freedom. She paid off the loan in 
two years, and now travels beyond her village to 
other blocks and districts to train women and 
youth on her scooter, to grow her earnings as well 
as develop her community. 
	 Many people who mocked Veena have 
now benefitted from her hard work and are now 
grateful to her. “The same people who tried 
to instil mistrust in my husband, now call him 
to praise me,” shared Veena shared. “I tell my 
children that if anyone ever mocks or insults them, 
let me know,” she says. However, her family now 
receives only respect from others in the village, 
respect that Veena fought a long and hard battle to 
win.



The future is planned
Sushant Kumar, 26

Ramgarh

The future is independent
Shiv Mahato, 29
Ramgarh



The future is solution-oriented
Dipali Bangar, 27
Pune

The future is opportunity
Shalmon Sable, 21

Pune



The future is prestige
Rohan Vasniya, 19
Barwani

The future is liberation
Satish Wagdare, 27

Pune



The future is daughter
Gousiya Shaikh, 18
Pune

Gousiya Shaikh, 18, is from a neighbourhood where 
child marriage is still prevalent. Girls are rarely 
allowed to complete school and are married off in 
adolescence. For Gousaiya’s mother, now 30-year-
old Shainaz, the story was no different. She never 
attended school, was married at age eleven, gave 
birth to Gousiya at age twelve and her brother, 
Khwaja at age fourteen. 
	 Shainaz decided, however, that she would 
change the stories of her children, especially her 
daughter. So when her husband and the rest of the 
community were opposed to sending Gousiya to 
school beyond class eight and wanted to get her 
married instead, Shainaz made the decision to defy 
this norm and continue Gousiya’s education. As a 
result, she was ostracised from the community and 

had to leave home with her two children. 
	 Gousiya has always been a brilliant student 
and her teachers sing her praises. She speaks with 
a confidence and passion that move the listener 
deeply, without the slightest hint of the hard life 
she leads. She knows of her mother’s battles and 
sacrifices and is determined to ensure they bear 
fruit. Gousiya dreams of cracking the MPSC - 
Maharashtra Public Service Commission - exams 
and becoming a deputy collector one day. “At a very 
young age, I learnt that power makes the world 
spin,” Gousiya says, adding, “and soon realised that 
power alone is not enough, money is needed too.” 
Gousiya is on track to acquire both for herself - she 
is one of the most driven teenagers one is likely to 
meet. 

	 She is pursuing a bachelor’s degree in 
arts, while also working multiple jobs to lend a 
helping hand to her mother. Her day starts at the 
crack of dawn when she gets ready and does some 
household chores. Then her first job starts – a 
group of girls her age comes over to their house 
and Gousiya tutors them in the art of henna hand-
painting. This class goes on for an hour, post which 
she goes to college. Gousiya has also enrolled 
herself into a graphic design class so to acquire a 
new skill and another possible income stream. The 
graphic design class happens after college hours, 
after which she goes to her school to teach a class 
on the Quran for younger children. Her day doesn’t 
end there – she gets home, prepares meals, and 
post dinner, takes one more class for children from 



the neighbourhood. With her seemingly unending 
energy, Gousiya connected with GOYN in early 
2024 and attended many workshops, something 
that she talks about with great animation and 
enthusiasm. Even more than gaining self-
confidence or learning life skills, Gousiya values 
the kinship she experiences in the programs and 
often talks to her mother and brother in great detail 
about everything that transpires in the workshops 
and seminars. 
“There should be no difference between my son 
and my daughter,” Shainaz says. In her daughter, 
are a fiery and disciplined ambition, born from 
Shainaz’s courage, and nurtured by Gousiya’s own 
determination to honour her mother’s sacrifice and 
build a bright future for herself.



The future is leadership
Pragati Kopare, 20
Pune

What makes a leader? A deep care for community, 
for one. Ambition, for another, and equally 
importantly, a vision for growth and progress. 
	 Three years ago, Pragati was faced 
with a particularly difficult situation. During 
the devastating second wave of the COVID-19 
pandemic in India, Pragati’s father contracted 
the virus, requiring him to be hospitalised for 
six months. Pragati, then seventeen, along with 
her family, ran from pillar to post to acquire the 
various medications needed for his treatment 
- medication that was also in short supply. The 
financial and emotional toll from this resulted 
in Pragati setting aside her dream of becoming 
an aeronautical engineer to opt for a course that 
would not further burden the family’s finances. 
This period also awakened Pragati to the endless 
battles and great vulnerability of families similar 
to hers, when faced with sudden medical and 
other crises, and she came out of this experience 
determined to help those who needed it.  
	 Pragati, now twenty, is currently pursuing 
an undergraduate degree in forensic sciences and 
cyber security from a college in Aurangabad, 250 
km from Pune. She also volunteers with an NGO 
that works towards the welfare of students and 
women. Here, Pragati helps students raise money 
to pay their tuition fees and supports those unable 

to complete their education. She has also helped 
people navigate the medical system by helping 
them to fill out application forms or acquire 
medication not readily available. 
	 After connecting with GOYN in 2024, 
Pragati learned valuable life skills such as dealing 
with difficult situations and building self-
confidence. She particularly holds in high regard 
the concept of P.I.E. (physical, intellectual and 
emotional) safety - that she learned as part of the 
workshops she attended, a topic she puts to use in 
the social welfare work that she is involved with. 

From a period of difficulty, Pragati realised the 
value of community and found within herself a 
resolve to work towards a collective upliftment. “I 
want to reach a place where I am happy, my family 
is happy and my community is happy,” Pragati 
says, adding, “and I want my community to be 
proud of me.” At a young age, Pragati is already 
deeply aware that her progress and upliftment are 
connected with that of her community and her 
temperament and clarity of thought have all the 
makings of a leader.



The future is well-oiled
Ikesh Dawar, 24

Barwani

The future is happy
Bhaavna Waskle, 22
Barwani



The future is ambitious
Shravan Kumar, 22

Ramgarh

The future is persistence
Yugeshwar Ram, 29
Ramgarh



The future is stress-free
Jay Gole, 23

Barwani

The future is resourceful
Ritesh Rathore, 27
Barwani



The future is community
Chaitanya Bahudane, 21
Pune

Twenty-one-year-old Chaitanya cares deeply for 
his community, and minutes into a conversation 
with him, one realises that he reflects many virtues 
of Dr B.R. Ambedkar also known as the father of 
the Indian Constitution and the pioneer of the 
anti-caste movement in the country. He lives by 
Ambedkar’s words - ‘education is a medium for 
change’ -  and with this awareness, quickly became 
aware of the gaps in the Indian education system at 
a young age. He decided to pursue a career in the 
civil services to shift the education system so that 
good quality education was accessible to all. For 
Chaitanya, the COVID-19 pandemic and lockdowns 
shone a light on the inequities in the education 
system like never before. As classes and lectures 
moved online, he noticed that most houses in his 
community did not have an adequate number 
of devices to follow these classes. On average, a 
household of two or three children would have 
only one smartphone to share, causing children 
to rapidly fall in their progress and learning. It 
was at this time that Chaitanya decided to take 
free tuition classes for all school-going children 
in his locality. While his classes brought about a 
marked difference in the grades of all who enrolled, 
it also brought about a behavioural change in the 
community - parents encouraged their children 
to attend his classes, especially older children - so 
they could become more career-oriented. 
	 Chaitanya connected with GOYN in 2022 
and was selected to attend the Fourth Annual 
GOYN Global Convening in Mombasa in 2023 - a 
highlight of his life so far. This was Chaintanya’s 
first trip abroad and it left a deep impression 
on him. The distinct differences in the culture 
fascinated him, and he was moved by the warmth 
with which he was welcomed and treated 
throughout his stay there. Chaitanya was most 

taken by his learning that children in Mombasa 
are encouraged to become independent and self-
reliant at a much younger age than in his own 
country - this strengthened his belief that if youth 
are encouraged to become independent at an early 
age, it would be beneficial for the community and 
country as a whole. At the young age of twenty-
one, Chaitanya already has a steady and pragmatic 
head on his shoulders. He understands that 
the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) 
exams that he needs to clear to fulfil his dreams 
of working in civil service are one of the toughest 
and most competitive in the country, for which 
his college grades need to excel. To ensure this, 
he is pursuing a degree in Chemistry because 
he always had a knack for the subject and one 
that he always secured good grades in. Chaitanya 
dreams of a future where every community has a 
government school that provides free and high-
quality education. With the free tuition classes that 
Chaitanya started for his community when as a 
young teenager, he has already taken many leaps in 
the right direction to fulfil this vision.



The future is just
Anil Kale, 22
Pune

The future is mental health for all
Snehal Netke, 27

Pune



The future is determined
Samar Rajput, 21
Barwani

The future is entrepreneurship
Vicky Gole, 24

Barwani



The future is interconnectedness
Shivam Patidar, 24
Barwani

Twenty-four-year-old Shivam is confident and re-
sourceful. When he was selected to travel to Mom-
basa for GOYN’s Fourth Annual Global Convening, 
Shivam was nervous but excited, and determined 
to make his mark at the convening. “On the last day 
of the gathering, I asked one of my fellow youth 
to look for someone at the convening who did 
not know me,” Shivam said, adding proudly, - “he 
couldn’t.” Shivam is currently pursuing a degree 
in law and is simultaneously also studying for the 
MPPSC - Madhya Pradesh Public Service Commis-
sion exam. The younger of two siblings, Shivam 
would barely secure passing grades through school, 
while his elder sister excelled. This is why when his 
father received a call informing him that Shivam 
had topped the district of Barwani in his class 10th 
board exam, his father thought someone was pull-
ing a prank on him. Something shifted in Shivam’s 
universe when he learnt about the civil services 
when he was in class 10 and filled him with a rigour 
to make something of himself and his life. 
	 Connected with GOYN since 2021, Shivam 
found the perfect opportunities to hone his skills 
and aspirations across the various offerings made 

available to him at the youth hub. He also earns 
a stipend to counsel other young people Barwani 
while also contributing to the progress of his com-
munity, which is an intrinsic part of his dreams and 
aspirations. 
	 When faced with a language barrier in 
Mombasa, Shivam found his own solution. He 
would search for young who would speak at least 
two languages, including English. He would then 
ask the young person who spoke English to act as 
a translator while he communicated with a young 
person who did not speak English. He also made 
sure to spend with different groups of people and 
get to know as much about them and their coun-
tries as possible in the short time that they spent 
together. This is how he learnt that every country 
has its own unique set of problems and often, these 
problems can be solved by working together. “The 
solutions to my problems could be with you and 
yours with me,” Shivam explained. “Just like that, 
if all the countries could work together instead of 
competing against each other, we can move towards 
a better future.”



The future is purpose
Shivam Dhangar, 21
Barwani

The future is equal opportunity
Lalita Kumari, 30

Ramgarh



Rahul Kumar, 26
Ramgarh

The future is enterprising

Rahul’s day starts at the crack of dawn. The twenty-
six-year-old is a successful integrated farmer - he 
runs a hatchery, a poultry farm, and a goatery, 
alongside growing multiple crops through the 
year. Rahul spends so much time on his farm that 
he has constructed a small room there though his 
home is barely a few hundred metres away. Very 
often, when he needs to check on the animals, 
Rahul spends his nights in this room, surrounded 
by everything he has worked so hard to build. 
“I’ve always wanted to work with animals,” Rahul 
says, explaining the dedication and care needed to 
run a poultry farm and goatery. But it took him a 
few years to have a life that would revolve around 
animals. 

	 At a young age, Rahul quickly understood 
that he could not afford to study without 
simultaneously working to earn some money.  
So, while he was in college in Ranchi, he picked 
up a job as a librarian in a nearby university. He 
worked this job for two years, spending long hours 
at the library - working and studying hard. As his 
undergraduate program drew to a close, Rahul 
realised that he would also need to move on from 
this job - his earnings were barely adequate and 
there was no scope for growth.  Soon after he got 
his degree, Rahul enrolled in a learn-and-earn 
diploma program in Bangalore. 
	 The six-month-long program in 
manufacturing technology also provided him 
with work-learn opportunities and gain some 

practical work experience as a technician in a lift 
manufacturing company.  But he always knew 
that his work experience and education were only 
stepping stones towards being self-sustained.“I 
always knew that I wanted to have my own 
business, and 
No learning or skills I’ve gained along the way 
would go to waste”, Rahul says. 
	 After returning to Ramgarh from Bangalore 
in 2022, Rahul spent a few weeks studying and 
understanding the local market in his district and 
identified a good opportunity in poultry farming 
and animal husbandry. He tried his hand at both 
for a few months but would often incur losses 
rather than turning a profit. 
	 Connecting with GOYN came to Rahul 



as a boon. He received a loan which gave his 
small business the much needed boost to take 
off. However, he says it was the counselling and 
training that he received that were invaluable - he 
was introduced to the concept of integrated farming 
and learnt the value of diversifying his income 
sources rather than relying on a single source. 
Today, even his poultry farm consists of various 
breeds of chickens to diversify risk. 
	 Rahul has since managed to pay off his 
loans and now runs a business that is profitable. 
“You need to be able to identify the requirements of 
the market,” Rahul says as a tip for those wanting 
to be successfully self-employed, adding, “but more 
than that, you need to have a knack and desire to 
become a good businessperson.” 

	 Through the course of the conversation, 
the humidity rose sharply inside Rahul’s on-field 
accommodation, signalling an impending storm. 
Rahul, however, expertly took this into his stride 
- he darted out the door as soon as he finished the 
conversation, ticking off one task after another 
with practised focus and discipline.



The future is for all
Aarti Solanki, 32
Barwani

When Aarti’s husband passed away in 2022, she 
had to navigate the grief of losing a loved one and 
the worry of making ends meet. Aarti, thirty-two, 
has two daughters - a nine-year-old and a six-year-
old - to take care of. After her husband passed away, 
Aarti received no support to get back onto her feet. 
So - relying on the one skill that she learnt as a 
teenager - she came to her own rescue. 
	 Aarti had learnt stitching and tailoring at a 
young age and sometimes trained other women in 
her village to bring in some extra money while her 
husband was still alive. But now, she had to be the 
primary breadwinner for herself and her children 
and the sporadic training she would conduct was 
no longer enough. 
	 Her answer came in the form of a loan 
she received when she connected with GOYN. 
With the help of this loan, Aarti was able to start 
her own business of a saree shop where she used 
her expertise as a master tailor and custom stitch 
blouses for customers who bought sarees from 
her. Over time, many women started coming to 
Aarti to request training, and she now developed 
three revenue streams - selling sarees, stitching 
customised blouses, and training women. 
	 As part of the services brought to Barwani 
by GOYN, Aarti also got the opportunity to join a 
training program where she learnt how to manage 
and grow her business. A big highlight of the of 
the program for Aarti was the opportunity to go 
to Mumbai - learning how to use social media 
platforms such as WhatsApp and Facebook as tools 
for marking and sales was particularly helpful to 
Aarti among the many training topics. 

	 Aarti wishes to provide other women with the 
support system she did not have after her husband’s 
passing. Within two years of opening her saree 
shop, Aarti has employed six other women from the 
neighbouring villages. She has trained them to stitch 
and also run the business. Thanks to this support, 
these women now pick up their own tailoring 
assignments and have an income that is independent 
of Aarti’s shop. “I hope that the women I have trained 
will in-turn go on to train other women,” Aarti says. 
“Slowly, we will form a chain of support and move 
together towards a brighter future.”



The future is love
Ovi Bhandalkar, 20
Pune

“Everybody deserves love”, says 20 year old Ovi. 
Ovi is a law student, a social worker, and a budding 
violinist when she finds the time. “ I have always 
wanted to bring about positive and meaningful 
change - and as a transgender woman and an 
aspiring lawyer, I want to use my legal knowledge to 
improve my surroundings, and for the betterment 
of the transgender community across India.
	 Along with law school, Ovi also works with 
YRG Care, an NGO that provides essential care 
and medications to the transgender community. 
Under the NGO’s guidance, Ovi has learned to 
counsel trans people across Pune and realised that 
most often, a big part of counselling is lending a 
patient and caring ear to all. Ovi has also realised 
that being trans herself, the people she counsels 
find it easier to confide in her - and she finds a 
reflection of herself and her journey in the people 
she counsels. 
	 Ovi also tries to teach the community the 
importance of financial independence, instead of 
resorting to begging for money or doing sex work. 
Financial independence, she believes, is intrinsic to 
the trans-community living a better and safer life. 
	 In early 2024, when a friend introduced Ovi 
to GOYN, she felt that this was exactly what she 
needed. “I have realised that there are various social 
problems in my country that need to be urgently 
addressed. GOYN has given me the opportunity to 
learn how to communicate and connect effectively 
and meaningfully with professionals and peers - 
this has contributed greatly to my personal and 
professional growth”, she says. “But the most 
important thing I’ve found through GOYN is a 
community that accepts my journey and celebrates 
it.”

	 For most trans people in India, the battle for 
validation and acceptance begins at home, and so 
was it for Ovi. Her mother worked multiple jobs to 
feed the family and Ovi holds her in high regard. “But 
ultimately, the strength I found to become my true self 
came from within. This might sound a little cringe, but 
I am my own role model” says Ovi with an endearing 
giggle. She goes on to explain: “The younger Ovi was 
extremely timid but she managed to surpass all the 
bricks that life threw at her.” 
	 At only twenty, Ovi has fought more battles 
- and won! - than most people do in their lives. But 
instead of wearing her out, her experiences have only 
made her more patient and aware of the importance 
of love. “Everybody deserves love,” is what Ovi would 
tell her younger self if she could. While she is trying 
to communicate that to her inner child, she also holds 
the same empathy for those around her who have 
struggled to accept her for who she is. “Take your time 
to understand yourself, take your time to understand 
your family,” she reflects. It is this love that Ovi 
radiates and this love that is her guiding force for life.



The future is resilient
Jayashree Shitole, 26
Barwani

The future is choice
Asha Padwi, 29

Barwani



The future is equal
Kshitij Bhosale, 20
Pune

The future is financial independence
Harshita Bajantri, 19

Pune



The future is defying norms
Shreyas Shivsagar, 21
Pune

The future is easy-living
Tejas Reddy, 20

Pune



The future is adaptive
Sikander Kumar, 30
Ramgarh

The future is agriculture
Omprakash Manki, 35

Ramgarh



The future is possible
Sunita Kumari, 30
Ramgarh

For 30-year-old Sunita, the challenge of travelling 
to a new country began much before the actual 
journey. In 2023, Sunita was selected to be the 
youth representative from Ramgarh district to 
attend GOYN’s Fourth Annual Global Convening 
in Mombasa, Kenya. She was excited by the 
opportunity, but nervous for many reasons - she had 
barely spent any time outside Jharkhand - let alone 
travelling outside India, she was worried about how 
she would communicate with others given the very 
little English she knew, and what the people in this 
new country would be like. But before she could 
even begin to focus on these worries, Sunita needed 
to convince her in-laws to allow her to travel alone 
and so far. 
	 Sunita got married in 2016 soon after she 
completed a bachelor’s degree in Geography 
and has since lived in a joint family with her in-
laws, husband, and child. Her first time travelling 
outside Jharkhand was when she attended the G20 
summit in Mumbai in 2022 as a representative of 
the Youth Advisory Group of GOYN Ramgarh. Her 
in-laws and others in the village were reluctant to 
let her go - but her husband was supportive and 
they convinced the family and elders together. But 
Mombasa was a whole different ball game - outside 
the country and much further away. Even her 
husband was hesitant this time. “I asked him - how 
will I learn anything, help anyone if I cannot see 
the world and understand how other people live?”, 
Sunita says. 

	 Sunita had been associated with a Self 
Help Group (SHG) in her village much before 
she got connected with GOYN. Through this, she 
helped many women over the years connect with 
a livelihood as well as raise their voices to address 
prevalent social issues in their communities. It’s 
something her husband was not only aware but also 
grew to be proud of.  So when Sunita told him that 
travelling and meeting new people would enable 
her to help even more people, he finally understood 
and gave in. 
	 Once in Mombasa, Sunita’s nervousness 
quickly vanished as she realised that all of her peers 
from across the GOYN spoke their own regional 
languages, and English was the first language for 
very few. More than that, she was instantly put at 
ease by the warmth and hospitality of her Kenyan 
hosts and partners from across the world. 
	 By the end of the trip, Sunita had managed 
to forge many friendships, teaching her fellow youth 
to drape a saree and quoting dialogues from Shah 
Rukh Khan’s movies to the many young people 
there who were big fans of the superstar, and 
Bollywood. “If there’s one thing I want to teach my 
child, it is to never fear a language barrier”, Sunita 
says. “She always has my support to achieve all her 
dreams.”



The future is dignity
Jagtu Munda, 32

Ramgarh

Jagtu was barely seven when his father became 
bedridden after contracting an undiagnosed illness. 
Soon after, Jagtu realised that he had the same 
illness. Fortunately, he recovered in a few months, 
but his lower body was left permanently weakened. 
Jagtu suddenly found himself navigating a whole 
new world of disability - and he rose to this new 
challenge with courage and tenacity. He and his 
friends built a rudimentary wheelchair from a few 
logs and some wheels to help take his father to the 
fields to relieve himself. 
	 As Jagtu grew older, he faced his own daily 
challenges with public transport as he commuted 
to college. This pushed him to raise his voice for 
other differently-abled people in his village. For 
weeks and months, Jagtu would leave home with 
the pretence of going to college, but would go and 
park himself at the district administration offices in 
a bid to be heard and have his suggestions imple-
mented, to make life easier for the differently abled. 
Along with the positive change that he effected, 
Jagtu continues to counsel members of his village 
to address and treat differently abled people with 
dignity and respect. 



The future is good citizenship
Nandita Gole, 21
Barwani

Twenty one year old Nandita is fascinated by 
history. “History teaches us that life is not just for 
living but also for contributing to society.” This has 
been her learning from Swami Vivekananda, whom 
she considers a role model. 
	 In history, Nandita has found a roadmap for 
the future. More than the past itself, it is patterns of 
how the past shapes the present that Nandita finds 
fascinating. With this comes the recognition that 
she has the power to shape the future through the 
life she leads today. 
	 Through GOYN, Nandita has found a way 
to be a contributing member to society and be 
part of a larger whole. When she connected with 
GOYN in 2022 Nandita was particularly impacted 
by her learning about the concept of mental health 
and recognised that many of her fellow youth 
were struggling, with limited understanding of the 
subject and no access to a formal support system. 

So she decided that she wanted to make people in 
her community aware of the challenges posed by 
mental health and help them find a support system. 
Through GOYN, she also received basic counselling 
training which she uses to help youth in her 
community. 
	 Nandita dreams of becoming an 
archaeologist, a dream born out of her love 
for history. She says, “The things I’m learning 
through GOYN are the foundation of my career - 
understanding others’ challenges and helping them 
will be my driving force in whatever I do.”
	 Looking back on her life, Nandita says she 
wishes that she were less serious and spent more 
time playing and enjoying school. However, she 
does not regret the clarity and purpose that she 
gained at such a young age “My perfect future,” 
Nandita says, “is one where I live my life by my 
values.”



The future is unafraid
Savitri Devi, 30
Ramgarh

The future is self-reliant
Tulsi Jadhav, 21

Pune



The future is job creation
Anil Kirade, 28
Barwani

Anil, twenty-eight, knew at a very early age that he 
wanted to be his own boss. The older of two sons, 
Anil’s education came to an abrupt end when his 
father injured himself while working on their farm 
- an injury that left him disabled, and unable to 
work. At the young age of seventeen, Anil suddenly 
found himself with the responsibility of being the 
sole breadwinner in the family and was forced to 
drop out of school. 
	 At first, he started by working on the family 
farm where they grew a variety of crops but soon 
realised that the income from farming was not 
enough to run the family. That is when he took up 
his first job. Here, he learnt the skills that would 
go on to lay the foundation for his journey towards 
self-employment. The job was at an electronic 

repair shop which also doubled up as an internet 
cafe, and Anil quickly learnt to manage the shop. 
After working this and other odd jobs for around 
eight years, Anil decided he wanted to start 
something of his own, at the age of twenty-five.
	 So three years ago, he borrowed some 
money from his friends and started his own 
internet shop called MP Online. This was a big 
business opportunity since his village had no such 
facility, and people would have to travel to the 
nearby town for small things such as availing net 
banking services or submitting school applications 
for their children. MP Online was exactly what 
the village needed and it did not take long for Anil 
to get a steady stream of customers. A year after 
starting MP Online, Anil connected with GOYN 

and enrolled for a course in financial management. 
He learnt how to break down costs and budget his 
expenses in a way that his requirements are met, 
but he is also able to save money every month. He 
also received a small loan to buy equipment for his 
shop. The combination of the training and loan 
enabled him to grow not only his business and 
income but also critically, his savings. 
	 Anil’s day starts early. His first task is to feed 
and tend to the family’s goats and cows. Sometimes, 
they sell the milk for some extra money. Anil’s 
father is still mostly bedridden, and his brother has 
taken responsibility of the farm. Still, Anil visits the 
fields to help out as needed. 



From there, he goes to his shop where he spends 
eight to ten hours every day. 
	 “I always wanted to work for myself and 
create jobs for others”, he says. He has realised this 
dream - Anil now employs one person from his 
village at MP Online and pays him a monthly salary 
of Rupees 4,000. His dream is to keep growing and 
diversifying his businesses and keep creating jobs 
for young people in and around his village.



The future is humanity
Jaydeo Bediya, 24
Ramgarh

Jaydeo, twenty-four, is from an adivasi tribe. His 
family are among the poorest in the village, and 
his father makes bricks for daily wages at a nearby, 
informal kiln.  At the young age of eleven, Jaydeo 
dropped out of school to join his father as a daily 
wage labourer at the kiln. For seven years he 
continued to work at the kiln and picked up any 
other daily wage work he could find. Still, their 
combined earnings were barely enough to make 
ends meet, and it was not possible for the family to 
break out of the cycle of day-to-day survival.
	 Opportunity came in the form of a local 
NGO that convinced him to pick up his studies 
again. However, this was not an easy decision since 
it would mean one less income for the already 
struggling household. So the NGO helped him find 
a solution to this problem - they gave him the idea 
to start coaching classes for younger children in 
the village to keep earning some money while he 
studied - something Jaydeo quickly discovered he 
had a knack for. 
	 Finally, in 2018, Jaydeo took the plunge 
and re-started his studies. With some help from 
the NGO, he also started working as a tutor - with 
just three children at first. One of these children 
went on to top his class, and as a result, Jaydeos 
pupils grew to a batch of thirty in the next term. 
In teaching these children, Jaydeo discovered his 
hunger to learn and also help others learn. 
	 Jaydeo connected with GOYN in 2021 - and 
he was selected to represent his community at 
GOYN’s Third Annual GOYN Global Convening 
in Bogota in 2022. Even today, Jaydeo becomes 
emotional when he is asked to speak of that 
experience. “Where I come from, I could never even 
dream of such an opportunity” he says - his voice 
shaky, and his eyes shining with tears. 
	 This was his first time outside Jharkhand, 
and the opportunity was celebrated by his school 
and the whole village. “When I was leaving for 
Bogota,” Jaydeo says, “my father did not have much 
to give me, but he gave me a Rs.20 note to spend 
abroad.” 

Once in Bogota, a whole new world opened up 
to Jaydeo. He was struck by the sense of civic 
discipline he saw there, and wished this for his own 
village too. But the memory he holds the closest 
to his heart is the kindness and openheartedness 
with which he was welcomed by the local partners, 
youth, and every single person he met at the 
convening. 
	 Jaydeo returned from Bogota with a fervour 
to do something worthwhile for his community. 
“When I learned Malala Youdafzai’s story, I wanted 
to have the impact on my community that she had 
on hers,” Jaydeo says. 
	 Sitting in the house that he built entirely 
from his earnings from tutoring children, Jaydeo 
is surrounded by books. He is currently preparing 
for the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) 
exams. He is aware that this is one of the country’s 
most competitive exams, and chances of cracking it 
are slim. But he also knows that the knowledge he 
gains from studying for this exam will equip him 
to help others in his village. Jaydeo already teaches 
over a hundred children from his village - many 
cannot afford to pay, but Jaydeo includes them 
anyway. “I remember when I thought my life could 
never change - but I was given an opportunity, and I 
want to help others too.” 
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